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Californians Against Corruption – Defense Fund
1500 Voorhees Avenue, Manhattan Beach, California  90266

www.CACDefenseFund.org, CAC@CACDefenseFund.org

November 6, 2001

From:
Russ Howard

Re:
UPDATE:
FPPC vs CAC, Russ Howard, & Steve Cicero

Dear CAC Defense Fund Donor,

First and foremost, thank you for your past donation. As you know, California’s political establishment is still seeking retribution on us for ousting their chief anti-self-defense architects: Former Senate President David Roberti & former Assembly Speaker ProTem Mike Roos. Neither has since been elected to office since our relentless campaigns ended, and our “pain” message dried up the state gun control torrent for several years. 

After losing his Senate Presidency and a bid for State Treasurer, Roberti cashed in IOUs to get appointed to the Disability Appeals Board and later the Solid Waste Board. “David of Hollywood” fell from his pinnacle of power into a cushy job hearing malingering leeches whine about phony illnesses. Then he oozed on to become our “Sultan of Sludge”. Fitting for a limousine leftist who helped turn California into a sociological toxic waste dump.

Few things are more pathetic than a has-been politician who can’t give it up. After all these years, Roberti thought his sleaze was a distant enough memory to lower his sights and run for L.A. City Council. Of course, after hearing that, we sent our opposition research to the other open primary candidates, though it was already public info from our campaigns and from Roberti’s Treasury race (we gave it to his opponent for statewide ads). 

Sure enough, he lost the primary. So former Senate President Roberti can’t even make it to a runoff for City Council. All he needs to do now is lose a race for Dog Catcher.

You can see why our political establishment would want to send their own pain message through retribution on us. Few politicos welcome the knowledge that relentless grassroots constitutional activists could doom the career of the second most powerful politician in California. Fewer still want to encourage others by letting us get away without paying a high cost. That would leave less-powerful corrupt politicos highly vulnerable to toppling.

At Roberti’s urging, the FPPC – California’s speech police – gave us the largest campaign disclosure fine ever issued, based on trumped up charges we’ve never been allowed to refute. Now over $1,100,000 with interest, the fine violates due process; the right to jury trial; the presumption of innocence; the ban on excessive fines; and freedom of expression, assembly & petition. If it isn’t overturned, it’ll hound us the rest of our lives.

It should be easy to overturn. Yet we were denied justice at the trial court level due to judicial corruption and a complex administrative law and “justice” system that, intentionally or not, works only for the wealthy, the privileged, and the political elite.

For example, our cross complaint, and thus our trial court case, were dismissed by Judge Connelly after he failed to disclose massive conflicts of interest and to recuse himself. 

Connelly, it turned out, was former Assemblyman Lloyd Connelly, one of California’s top three anti-gun legislators until his 1992 retirement. Not only was he on our list of corrupt politicos to oust, he took money from Roberti & Roos, donated to them, co-authored bills with them, and even worked for Roberti as campaign counsel. When we appealed Connolly’s unethical acts, a fellow judge covered for him, claiming there was no conflict. Then another trial judge granted a motion for summary judgment that denied us a trial, so our defenses were never heard or considered even by a judge, let alone a jury. 

To add insult to this injury, the editor of the Sacramento News & Review hijacked what would’ve been a fair article on our case by one of his investigative journalists, and turned it into an FPPC puff piece. He let Sacramento political attorney Lance Olson respond to my comments without reciprocity, and Olson trashed us without disclosing his former law partnership with Connelly. The editor then declined to publish my response. 

The FPPC and the political elite have double standards for disclosure. That’s why multi-millionaires like Diane Feinstein get wrist slaps for laundering tens of millions of dollars, while grassroots activists get draconian fines for shielding donor privacy & 1st Amendment rights (see enclosed Reason article by Brian Doherty, the only consistent media friend we’ve had since this began. Nearly the entire “conservative” media suppressed the story even during the many periods when campaign finance reform was hot).

Now we’re appealing the case, and we have good reason to hope for fairer treatment at the appellate level, partly due the enormity of the injustice. If we get a fair hearing, we should prevail. That would be good news for grassroots activism, for CAC, for me, and especially for Steve Cicero and his family, who were purely innocent bystanders.

Luckily, we were able to retain Bruce Adelstein of AppelateLaw.com. Bruce is a highly competent constitutionalist who likes the case and is doing the appeal for a very reasonable fee. Thanks to you, Gun Owners of America, and major donors like Rick Carone, Arnold Gaunt, Weldon Clark, and “Doc Halliday”, we were able to fund most of it. 

But we’re still short $10,000 for this appeal; more if we have to appeal to a higher court. 

We hate to ask you again to dig deep for a donation at this time, but there’s no choice. Fortunately, you can get the government to effectively reimburse you for much your donation, because donations through Gun Owners Foundation are 100% tax-deductible. If you don’t need a tax deduction, regular donations can be made out to the CAC Defense Fund. If you donate to GOF, please write “CAC Defense Fund” in the check memo. 

Donations can also be made on-line at: www.gunowners.org & www.cacdefensefund.org . Also, please email us at cac@cacdefensefund.org to follow up online donations. Thanks for your generosity and patriotism in this case, and in general.

For Liberty and Justice,

Russ Howard

Citizens Against Corruption

