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¢ Monarchy as well as the Hierarchy: Aud. lite o
< Queey of true Refolution, and pions Zeal for both,

¢ fhe pronounced that fuch were the reftlefs Spirits of

¢ that failious People, * that no Quiet was to be ex-
< pedted from them, till ibey were Utterly Supprels’d,
 That this therefore, like a prudent Priucefs, fhe did
¢ by wholefome Severities s and the Lffeit was, that by
< this means the Crown for many 2ears fate eafy and
¢ flourifhing on her Head: But that ber Succeffer,
¢ King James, did not follow ber wife Politicks?
And the Refule was as deplorable on his lide, as it
had been glorious on hers: For by this means,
¢ His Son fell @ Martyr to their Fury s his unbappy
< Offfpring fuffei’d fuch difafirous Calamities, as made
< the Royal Family one continued Sacrifice to their VMa-
¢ lice”  And all this for want of thofe wholcfome
Severities which the wile Queen his Predeceflor
had ufed utterly to fupprefs that factious People,
This, my Lords, s the Doctor’s Narrative,
and I have given it you in his own Words.
The Application is plain and home, The Dif-
fenters are now agamn tolerated, as they were
heretofore under Queen Llizabeth.  There 15 a
perfidious Prelate (perhaps in his Opinion a great
many) who, like Archbithop Grindal, help to
delude another Queen, into the Toleration of
them. Thefe Eight Years palt (for the very num-
ber of Years is remarkable) her Muyelty has borne
the reftlefs Spirits of this factious People; and
had no Quict for them, It is now high time for
her to alwer her Meafures, as Queen Elizabetls
wifely did. Itis the only way to make the Crown
fit caly and flourtthing upon her Head, And
it this be not plainly to ipcak out what he would
have done with the Act of Indulgence, I mutt

defpair of cver being able to know any Man’s
Meaning by his Expreflions,  Such Examples arc
not only the molt likely to enforce, but the mait
proper and lively Methods to convey a Man’s
Senfe, even to the dulleft Capacity ; and make him
clearly perceive it not what he oughe, yet lam fure
what the Preacher would have him to do.

The T'ruth is, fo plain was his Meaning, that
he himfelt began to fear that he had gone a lit-
tle too far 1 what he had faid of this Matter,
And, for that reafon, he added that one poor
Sentence which immediately follows, and of which
he has made {uch good ufe fince: ¢ That be would
‘ot be mifunderflood as if he intended to caft tie
¢ Jealt invidions Reflection upon that Indulzence the
¢ Govermnent had condefcended to give them, (the Dif-
¢ femters ) But what then did he intend by all
this bitter Invective agamft thems and that very
mftructive Prece of Hiltory wit. which he con-
cluded it?  Tlehas told us, © that the Difjenters are
¢ falfe Brethreny deftructive both of our Civil and
¢ Ecclefiaflical Rights: That they are Occqfional Loya-
¢ [ifts to the State, as well as Occaftonal Conformijls
¢ to the Church s and will betray both <whencver they
“ bave it in their Poscer, and it fhall be their Intereft
 todoit: Thatit muft be a fottifh Iufutuation to be-
licve that the fuiie Latitudinarian and Republican
Notions, fhould not bring forth the faire rebellions
and pernicions Confequences : That <ve fhall be con-
vinc’d to oui Sorvose, if we do not apprebeind that
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“ the Old Leaven of their Forefathers, is fill work-

ing in the prefent Generation : That they bave already

“ mads daygerous Encroachments upon the Govery-
“ menty and publifbed treafonable Reflections npos bor

¢ Scrmon, Page o,

9 A.nﬂ.

© Majefty : That they hazve advenced theii Lindulsene.
< fnto a Cicil Rivhty and jujiled the Church a4 of
“ her Lfteblifbiieit, ov boiffing theiv Toieration inrg i
¢ Place: That ther have by their abominable Hypoeris,
¢ wnderinined the Fowindation of the Cilureh, aind i
¢ danger’d the Gevermienty by filling it <ziih its prs.
¢ fofd Iinemies : That they are clomorons, Lttt ik,
“ Chuich-devouring Malignantsy whein no other
¢ Grants o Indulpences can <cin eoor, but the GBI
< up our whole Conflitution: That ¢ver fince theiy ju,;‘
“ wnbappy Plantation in this Kingdein, they bav .
¢ proved, and rofe upen their Demands in the Py
“ miffion of the Governuent : That Queen Llizabeih,
© qvbo tolerated them for eight Years tegether, s
“ forced at laf to fupprefs thei by <wholefoine Seveii-
© ties: That this made ber Crown fit eafy aiid Seurifh-
“dug on ber Heads sohereas King Jamwes the fivit, Ly
“ not purfiing the like Methods, ruined the <ohels
© Royal Family : That nothing bettcr could be expedod
¢ from fuch Mifcreants, begot in Rebellion, bory i
¢ Sedition, and nurfed up in Fafiicn” Al this Dr.
Sacheverel! has faid in thefe very plam, and e phati-
cal Words, It he did not intend by all this to Mew
the Neceflity of fupprefling thele factious People,
thele Vipers, who are juit ready to fting usall to
death, I would be glad to know what 1t was that
he did intend by 1?2 Could he fay all this, and
with fuch a fingular Stram of Impetuous Elo-
quence, and yet, ¢ notintend to caft fo much as the
“leaff invidious  Refletion wpon that Indulgence
“ which the Govermment has thought fit 1o give
“ thein 2 T multt freely own, my Lords, 1 could
never have mmagmed this: Nay, I mult be excu-
fed 1f I add, That notwithftanding this poor E-
vafion, I cannot yet belicve 16, But the A& of
Indulgence ftood in his way : That A& the Queen
had declared her Relolution to maintain: Your
Lordfhips and the Commons had often fhewn
your Steddinefs to the fame effeét.  Even thofe
who prefs’d fo violently againft occafional Com-
munion, yet thought it nccefluy to fay, in the
very Preamble of chat Bill, that the A& of Indul-
gence ought inviolably to be obferved: And
therefore Dr. Sacheverell thoughe it needful to
add fomewhat that he knew would not take
oft any thing from the Force of his Invetive,
yet mught {eive to excule the Severity of i,
and be made ule of to the purpole it now is,
if he fhould chance to be cali'™d to account for
it, This, my Lords, I conceive to be the true
Meaning of that onc (ingle Paffage, fo, utterly
repugnant to all the reft of Ins Difcourfe s nor can
I put any other Interpretation upon it,  For had
[the fame Opinion of thefe Men, their Principles,
and therr Defigns, that Dr. Sacheverell has, 1
fhould be fo far from thinking them fit to be in-
dulged, that T fhould account it my Duty, and
the Duty of cvery true Friend to our Church
and Government, to talke the fame Methods of
wholcfome Severities with them that Queen Eliza-
bethdid: And T hope, by God's Grace, that thould
I be qucltion’d for 1t, I fhould not diffemble my
Opinton; but thould have the Courage honeftly to
own 1t, whatever [ might chance to fuffer for .

[ have, my Lords, infited the longer upon this
Part of the Doctor’s Sermon, becaule I would not
willingly fall under the Cenfure of picking out
disjointed  Sentences, and putting them together
from diltant Places, that fo [ might the better

draw
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draw a Senfe out of them, contrary to his Mean<
ing, I fhall trouble your Lordfips but with one
part more of it, to the fame Effect, Page 24, 23,
where he comes to confider, What [hould be the
Refult of bis long Difeourfe? 1 fhall read it to
your Lordthips in his own Words, Page 25. ¢ Les
< ys therefore, fays he, as we are unhappy Sharers
¢ of St. Paul's Misfortune, to bave onr Church in
< Perils amongft falfe Brethren, follow bis Example
¢ and Conduél in a parallel Cafe. He tells us in bis
< Epiftle to the Galatians, c. 2. That bhe was ob-
< frufled, and pefter’d in preaching “the Gofpel, by
¢ Filfe Brethren unawares broughe in, who came
¢ privily to {py out his Liberty which he had in
¢ Chrift Jefus, that they might bring him into
¢ Bondage. To whom he giave place by Subjec-
¢ tion, no not for an Hour, that the Trach of the
¢ Gofpel might continue with the Church. Daudt-
lefs this brave and bold Refolution did the Apoftle
take by the peculiar Command and Infpiration of
the Iloly Ghofl : And yet if our Diffenters had
lived in thofe times, they wonld bave branded him
 asan intemperate, boty fuvious Zealot, that wanted
“ to be fweetned by the gentle Spirit of Charity and
¢ Moderation forfooth.

Here we have again the Perfons of whom the
Preacher fpeaks : They are sur Diffenters, not the
Deilts, Atheilts, Socinians, Hypocrites, of our
times.  And accordingly what follows, plainly re-
fers to them: For thus he goes on, * Scbhifin and
« Faftion arc things of impudent and incroaching
¢ Naturesy take Permifions for Power; and ad-
¢ wance a Toleration (for fo the Doftor 1s flill at
¢ liberty to call what we muft ftyle Judulgence) iin-
“ mediately into an Eftablifbinent.’  Your Lordf(hips
will pleafe to obierve, by the way, that this was
the very thing he had before faid of thefe fame
Perfons, Page 19, and thereby plainly fhews, that
he fpeaks in both places of thole Diffenters who
have a Right to the Toleration or Iudulgence, grant-
ed by Law to Proteftant Diffenters.  Let us now
hear what he would have done with them.,  Why
he would have them ¢ treated like growing Mif-
¢ chiefs, or infeltions Plagues 5 kept at a diffance,
< Jeft the deadly Contagion fpread.)  And the Me-
thed he propofes in order thereunto, Is this, ¢ Let
¢ us therefore, fays he, bave o Fellowfbip with
¢ thefe Works of Darkuefs; dut ratber reprove
< them? Thefe Works, Schifir and Faltion; for
of thefe, and thefe only, he here {peaks.  This is
the People’s Part, and the inferior Paftors: ¢ 4s for
¢ the [uperior Paflors, let them do thetr Duty, in
< thundring out their Ecclefiaftical Anathena’s againft
¢ them.” Againft whom, my Lords 2 what Works
of Darknefs ¢ Still the fame he before mentioned :
Our Diffenters, thofe are the Perfons: Their Schifm
and Fa&tion 5 thofe are the Works of Darknefs to
which he refers. ¢ And let any Power on Earth
< dare reverfe a Sentence ratify’d in Heaven.?

This, my Lords, was the Jaft part of the Com-
mons [mpeachment upon this fecond Article:
And ‘s fo plainly exprefled by the Preacher
this PafTage, that confefs it amazes me to confider
with what Pofitivenefs he has thought fit to deny
that any fuch thing was meant by him.  The Per-
fons whom the fuperior Paftors are fummoned to
anathematize, are the fame with thofe, whom the
other Paftors and Pcople are to have no Fellow-
fhip withal, but to reprove. Thefe, by the ne-
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ceflary Connection of his ‘Difcourfe, ate our Dif+
fenters § whofe Works of Darknefs, he ftates ta
be Schifm and Faltion : Thofe Diffenters to whom
the Government hath granted a Toleration y as
himfelf, in the fame Paffage, takes notice. Which
being fo 5 I fhall leave the Dottor to deny and

“proteft, as he pleafes; but when all is done; his

own Words will rife up againft him, and appear
to every impartial Perfon {o plain, and pofitive, as
to put it beyond the Power of any artificial Inter-
pretation to perplex the Meaning of them.

And this lets us into the true Application of thofe
Paffages of Scripture, with which he concludes his
whole Difcourfe. In which, having fhewn the
Danger of our Church from thefe falfe Brethren,
and exhorted his Auditory to a {teddy Courage
and Refolution in the Defence of it he thus at
once both inforces his Doétrine, and abufes his
Adverfarics. ‘That tho’ the Church (for to that
he applies, what * Zechariah fpake of the falfe
Prophets that feduced the People) lies bleeding of
the Wounds fhe has received in the Houfe of ber
Friends : A Paflage firlt thrown at my + felf, for
defending the Prince’s Authority, when fome of
thefe very Men engaged as vehemently on the fide
of Liberty, againft the Rights of the Crown, as
they now pretend to fland up vigeroully for it:
Y The' the Ways of Zion ray mourn for a Time
(fo the Doctor glofles upon the Text) and ber
Gates be defolate 3 her Pricfts figh, and fLe ii bit-
ternefs, becaufe (it is the Preacher’s Reafon, the
Texc has no fuch Word) ber Adverfaries are chief 3
lic means in the Adminiftration under her Ma-
jelty 5 and ber Lncmies at prefent profper s (fo he
again improves the Texe; in hopes, 1 {uppofe,
that it will not be long before he fhall have
preach’d them out of their Places:) ** Thd' a-
inong all ber Lovers fhe bas few {the Prophet com-
plined chat Ferufalem had none) to ceifort ber s
and many (Feremiah faid all) Fave dealt treache-
roufly soith ber, and are become ber Lneimtes s (he
refers to thofe of whom he had before fpoken,
Page 22.) -+t Tho' there are few to guide ber a-
mong all the Sons which fhe bath breught forth s
neither are there many to take her by the Hand of
all the Sens that fbe bath breught up; (lfaiah 1n
both places, fays none:) Tbo' bir Enemics cry,
Down with ber, down with ber, even to the Ground :
That is, in other Words, tho® (the Preacher,
and a few of his Friends, cxcepted) both the
Fathers and Paftors of the Church ; and the Men
who are at prefent in Power, and Authority, in
the State, are become falfe Brethren, and run in
with thofe Enemies of the Church, our Dificnters,
againtt ity © 2% there is a God that can, and will
“ raife her up, if we forfake ber notl

It were an eafy matter to make many proper
Remarks upon thefe Paffages of Scripture, thus
applied, or rather abufed, by the Preacher: Bur
that would be befides my prefent Bufinefs; and
will fall in more properly under the Jaft Article
of this Impeachment, It is enough that I have,
I hope, fully thewn your Lordthips how Dr. Sa-
cheverell has treated, 1f not the Indu'gence 1tlelf,
yet I am fure, thofe who are entitled to the Be-
nefic of 1t: And who, if they fhall bhave the
Misfortune, by this kind of Preaching, to be
once gencrally thought fuch wicked, faife, and
dangerous Enemies to our Church and State as

1 Lament 1. 4, .
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they are here reprefented, I cannot think that
their Indulgence will hold long, If they have
Numbers to fecure them, it is well for them : But
otherwife ] am fure as the Cafe 1s here ftated, it
muft be our Wifdom, as wellas Duty, to fupprefs
them.

How criminal fuch an Invetive as this will be
accounted in the Eye of the Law, I dare not
prefume to fuggelt : Much lefs fhall I pretend o
intimatc what Cenfure it may deferve, Some-

The Bifbap of Norwich’s * Speech in

what I think fhould be done to put a Stop to fuch
Preaching, as if not timely correéted may kindle
fuch Heats and Animofities among us, as may
truly endanger both our Church and State, Al
for the Preacher himfelf, I am very willing o
come into any Meafures of Favour to him, that
are confiftent with your Lordfhips Honour ang
Juftice, and will anfwer the Ends of the Impeach-

ment that has been brought before us againft
him.

the Honfe of Lords, at the opening of

the Second Article of Iizzpeacbzzzeﬂr againft Dr. Sacheverell.

My Lor s,

Am very fenfible under what Difadvantage in

the Opinion of many, a Bifhop muft fpeak a-
gainft a Clergyman that ftands accufed of Crimes
committed by him in the feeming IExecution of his
Office ; efpecially after having been fo publickly
required to be an Advocate as well as a Judge.
And I am the more fenfible of this Prejudice lying
againft me, for having been fo Jately calied into
that Order, and for being fo unworthy of 1.

Bue I think myfelf obliged notwithftanding, un-
der all thefe Difadvantages, to deliver not only my
Judgment, but alfo the Reafons that determine me
to it: Which I fhall do as I plainly as T can; with
that Deference to your Lordfhips, which I am fure
it muft apon all Occafions particularly become me
to pay 3 and at the fume time with that Freedom
which I think the Importance of this Caufe doces ac
this time require,

Dr. Sacheverel! Nands impeached by the Com-
mons of Great Britain, of High Crimes and Mif-
demeanors cxpradicd in the feveral Articles of the
Charge exhibited againft him: And your Lord-
fhips have heard what they have faid in fupport of
that Charge, as well as what has been ofter’d in
the Doétor’s Defence.

Your Lordfhips have alfo debated among your-
{elves the Merits of the Caufe as to the firlt of
thefe Articles 3 and have come to a Refolution,
that the Commons have made good that part of
their Charge : In which Relfolution as I did hear-
tily concur, {oT was ready to have humbly repre-
fented to your Lordthips my Reafons for fo do-
ing, had there been either room or occafion for

It

Your Lordfhips are now upon the Secoind Article
wherein the Dottor is charged for fuggefting and
maintaining, that the Toleration granted by Law is
unicafonabley and the dllowance of it unwarrantable;
with other Particulars that have immediate rela-
tion to this general Charge, and which are indeed
{o many Proofs of It.

~In this view therefore, my Lords, I beg leave
to confider them : And the £ of thefe Inltances
in fupport of this Charge, 15, that he aiferts,
that He is a falfe Brother with velation to God, Re-
ligion, or the Church, who defends Toleration and
Liberty of Confiicice 5 and this, my Lords, the
Doctor does affert in fo many Words. [t is one of
the mauy Marks he gives whereby we may difcern
who is a falfe Brother in thole refpets s nota fimalf
part of one general Mark, as was alledged very in-
conclufively, I think, in his Defence.  Forif 1t
was to be granted, (tho® it cannot be fairly pre-

 Dr. Charle; Trimne!,

tended) that the Doctor makes the defending of
Toleratton and Liberty of Confcicnce, one Branch
only of the Character of a falfe Brother ; I do not
fee how it could make even a part of that Cha-
racter, if chere was no falfz Brotherhood in it
And I fhall not trouble myfclf or your Lordfhips
with gomng about to fetde the degrees of falfe
Brotherhood thut are in this part of the Charatter,
becaufe I think every degree of it is unreafonable
and not to be warranted.

And therefore the Dotor cannot make it fo
much as a part of the Charalter of a falfe Brother
to defend Toleration and Liberty of Confcience,
as 1t is confefs'd that he does, but he muft ar the
fame time fugzeff and maintain that the Toleration
is unreafonable, and the Allowance of it unwar-
rantable.  For it can never be any degree of falfe
Brotherhood, to defend what is reafonable and
warrantabie : Nor would even the Doctor, as in-
confiftent a Man as feveral of the Noble Lords
that have fpoken for him reprefent him to be,
ever have made it ones if he had not himfelf
conderined that which he blames others for de-
fending.

The Second Inflance alledged is, that be calls
Archbifbop Grindal a falfe Son of the Church, and o
perfidions Prelate, for deluding Queen Elizabeth into
the Toleration of the Genevian Difeipline. 1 fhall not,
my Lords, go about to add any thing to the full
and joft Vindication you have heard of that ex-
cellent Prelate. But can any of your Lordfhips
believe, that a Prefbyter of the Church of England,
profcfling more than crdimary Zeal for Epifcopacy
and the Conftitution of this Church, fhould beftow
foch Language on one who was the firft Bithop
and the Ornament of it fo long ; only for difpofing
that giorious Queen to a mild Treatment of the
Puritans of that Time, which 1s the utmoft that is
pretended to be laid to his Charge, if he had
thought Toleratton a reafonable thing, or what was
fir to be eftablithed by Law?

This, my Lords, I confefs can never enter into
my Thoughts, as ready as [ am to enlarge them
for the admitring of any favourable Conftruéiion
that will not fhut out common Senfe,

The Third Inflance s bis making it the Duty of the
Superior Paftors to thunder out ther Ecclefiaffical
Anathema’s againft Perfons entitled to the Bencfits of
the Toleration.  And to fhew that he has done this,
I need only refer your Lordfhips to that part of
his Sermon where the Superior Paflors are call’d
upon to do {o 3 (viz.) the Fourih and lall Generil
Head, where he draws the Confequence of all

that
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that he had fpoken befote, in the following Words:

¥ ¢ Now what thould be the Refult of this long
¢« Difcourfe, but that if we bear any true Concern
¢ for the Intereft, Honour, and Safety of our
¢ Church and Government, we ought ftedfaftly
¢ 10 adhere to thofe Fundamental Principles, ypon
¢ which both are Jounded, and upon which their
¢ Security under God alone depends; and confe-
¢ quently that it highly behaves us, cautioufly to
¢ watch againft, to mark, and avoid all thofe that
¢ thus treacheroufly defert them. And indeed it
¢« would be both for our Advantage, as well as
¢ their Credit, if fuch Men would throw off the
¢ Mafk, entirely quit our Church of which they
¢ are no True Members, and not fraudulently eat
¢ her Bread, and lay wait for her Ruin, purloin
¢ her Revenues, and ungratefully lift up their
¢ Heels agninft her.  For then we fhould be one
¢ Fold under one Shepherd; all thofe invidious
¢ Diltin&ions, that now diftra& and confound us,
¢ lofty and we fhould be terrible like an Army of
¢ Banners to our Enemies ; who could never break
¢ in upon fuch an uniform and well-compacted
¢ Body. This indeed would be a True Peace, and
¢ Solid Union, when we fhould all with one Mind
« and one Mouth glorify God, and rot with a con-
¢ fufed diverfity of contradictious Opiniens, and in-
¢ confiftent Jargon of Worfhip, which the God
¢ of Peace, Purity and Order, cannot but abhor.
« Asit is a Maxim in Politicks, that all Govern.
¢« ments are beft fupported by the fame Methods
< and Councils upon which they are founded 5 o it
¢ will appear undeniably true in its Application to
¢ our Conflitution, which can be maintatn’d by no
¢ other Principles, but thofe on which it 1s buls,
< and like their Bafis, the Gofpel, if there’s any
¢ Violation, or Breach made in any Branch of
¢ jt, it fhakes and endangers the whole Frame
« and Body. Thefe things, however little they
¢ may be reprefented by our Adverfaries, will be
¢ found of the moft confiderable Contequence, Let
¢ us therefore, as we are unhappy Sharers of St,
¢ Pauls Misfortune, to have our Church 1n Perils
< among falfe Brethren, follow his Ixample and
¢« Conduct in a paralle] Cafe. Hetells us in his
« Epiftle to the Galatiais, c.2. Thar he was ob-
¢ ftructed and pefter’d in his preaching the Gofpel,
¢ by falfe Brethrea unawarcs brought in, who came
¢ privily to fpy out his Liberty, which he had in
¢ Chrift Jefus, that they might bring him into
¢ Bondage: To whom he gave place by Subjec-
¢ tion, no not for an Hour, that the Truth of the
¢ Gofpel might continue with the Church. Doubt-
< lefs this brave and bold Refolution did the Apo-
¢ ftle take by the peculiar Command and Infpira-
¢ tion of the Holy Ghoft 3 and yctif our Diffenters
¢ had lived in thofe Times, they would have
¢ branded him, as an intcmperate, hot, furtous
« Zealot, that wanted to be {weeten’d by the gen-
¢ tle Spirit of Charity and Moderation forfooth.
« Schifm and Faction are things of impudent and
¢ incroaching Natures, they thrive upon Concef-
¢ fions, take Permiffion for Power, and advance
< a Toleration immediately into an Eftablifhment.
¢ And are therefore to be treated Jike growing
¢« Mifchiefs, or infectious Plagues, kept ata di-
¢ ftance, left cheir deadly Contagion fpreads, Let
¢ ustherefore have no Fellowihip with thole Works
¢ of Darknefs, but rather reprove them. Let our
¢ fuperior Paftors do their Duty in thundering out
¢ their Ecclefiattical Anathema’s, and let any Power

® Vide Serm, p. 22, L 4
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“ on Earth dare reverfe a Sentence ratify’d in
¢ Heaven.’

Can any thing, my Lords, be plainer thah that
the Diffenters, and they only, are here fpoken of ?
And what does the Doétor fay in his own Defence,
tﬁ ?.void it ? His Words in hig printed Speech are
thefe :

¢ Schifmaticks, my Lords, are not the only Per-
¢ fons againft whom Ecclefiaftical Cenfures may
¢ be denounced : The Works of Darknefs which
¢ Ireferred to as fit to be reproved, in that part of
“ my Sermon where I {peak of thefe Cenfures, are
¢ of the fame kind with thofe mentioned by the
 Apoftle, whofe Words I produced. All lewd
¢ and immoral Pratices, &¢.

It is very true, my Lords, Schifmaticks are not
the only Perfons againft whom Ecclefiaftical Cen-
{ures may be denounced, but [ muft fhll fay they
are the only Perfons referred to, in the Paragraph
I have read to your Lordfhips; and therefore I
own I am a good deal concern’d, to find the Doctor
making (o vain, fo unfincere a Defence.  For it is
not Works of Darknefs in general he is cautioning
againft, but exprefly, by a Word of his own in-
ferting, not the Apoftle’s, thofe Works of Darknefs
mentioned immediately before 3 Sehifm and Fac-
tion, which with htm go always together.

Theie are the Sins againft which he calls upon
hts {uperior Paftors to thunder out their Ecclefiafti-
cal Anathema’s; nor can the Churge be avoided
by that Diftinétion which was offer’d in his behalt,
between a Cenfure purely Spiritual, and an Eccle-
fiaftical Cenfure, For admitting there is ground
for that Diftinction in a Scholaftical Coufideration
of the general Queftion of Chriftian Cenfures 5 yet
there is no room to make ufe of it in this Cafe,
becaufe he calls exprefly for Ecclefialtical Ana-
thema’s, which can be apply’d to none but fuch as
are part of the Orderand Difcipline of this Church,

And it is certain, my Lords, that thefc Cenfures
cannot, fince the A& of Toleration, be inflifted
upon Diffenters, how much foever their Schifm re-
mains ; becaufe it is exprefly provided by A¢ét of
Parliament, (an A&, my Lords, of the whole
Chriftian Society, to which the Superior Paftors
were perfonally concurring) that they fhall not be
treated as Schifmaticks in the way of thofe Eccle-
fialtical Cenfures, to which their Separation would
otherwife have certainly fubjected them,

And tho’ I cannot undertake upon Memory to
be very particular, yet I dare venture tofay, there
have antiently been Relaxations of the Dilcipline
of the Church, even when the Crime was thought
to deferve the Continuance of 1t, for Publick Ex-
pedience, and better preferving the Peace of the
Chriftian World : And that in fuch Cafes any Pref-
byter or Bithop would him{elf have been cenfured,
if he had not acquiefced in fuch Relaxations.

My Lords, a Prefbyter of the Church of Eng-
land, is the more obliged to acquiefce in all fuch
Relaxarions amongf(t us as are legally made, be-
caufe he has folemnly promifed at his Ordination,
that be will give bis Faithful Diligence always fo to
minifter the Dofirine, and Sacraments, and the Dif-
cipline of Chrift, as the Lord bath commanded, and
as this Chureh and Realm bath veceived the fame,

I have already obferved to your Lordfhips, how
the Difcipline of the Church ftands at prelent as to
the Point in queftion.  And as the Relaxation of
it 4n that particular, was agreeable to that Temper
which the Bifhops who petitioned King Fames, gave
the
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perfuaded, that the Churchis fo far from having
been hurt by this Indulgence, that it has received
Advantage as'well as Credit, from that Modera-
tion which. gave way toit. I could give feveral
Inftances of this within my own Obfervation, while

I was Arch-Deacon, under a Reverend Prelate -

that lits now before me, and fince I have had the
Honour to be on this Bench: In which compafs
of Time {everal Men of Sobriety and Learning,
bred up to be Minifters amongft the Dilfenters,
have Jeft the Separation, and upon due Trial have
been admitted to Orders in our Church ;3 1n which
they have officiated with entire Conformity to our
Rules, and to the Honour of our holy Religion.

Thefe Inftances bave been o frequent and re-
murkable, fince the Diffenters have been exempted
from the Ponaltics of certain Laws, above what
wd been obferved before 5 that T think it very ill
becomes any Clergyman to preach againft that
Exemption, as the Do&or (notwithftanding h's
Referve for Confeiences truly ferupulous) has done s
and to call upon his Superiors to act in Contra-
dition to it He fhould have torbore doing this,
at lealt out of regard to her Majefty, who had
been gracioully pleafed to declare from the Throne,
that the would preferve the Toleration inviolable :
A Refolution I fhall ever think it my Duty, upon
all proper Occaftons, to exprefs my Apprabation
of, as juft and wife and charitable, and every way
agrecable to the Spirit and Genius of the Chriftian
Religion.

I fhall not, my Lords, enter into the Enquiry
of what Sentences are ratified in Heaven @ But as
one may venture to fay, that all that have bren

pronounced on IY

arth, are not ratify’d theres fo,
by all I have feen of the Doltor’s Spirit in thefe
Matters, I have great reafon to fear, that if the
Power of the Keys was in his Hands, 1t would
often be very fadly abufed.

However he has fo pond an Opinton of his own
Spirity as to put his Suj.criors in mind ot another
Part of their Duty, immediately after that I have
mentioned 3 and that is, to promote Men of Pro-
b ty, Confcience and Courage; without which, he
thinks, they cansot be fic Members of the Church
Militant : 1n which can as little agree with him as
in the former Demand.  For if T may judge of the
Probity, Confcience, and Courage he thinks fo de-
ferving, by what appears in his Sermon, compar’d
with his Speech to your Lordfhips, I cannot think
them Qualifications for a Minifter of the Church
of Chrift in any refped s and I hope I fhall be fo
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appy as to find all the Reverénd Prelates, with
whom I have the Honour to fit, agrecing with me -
in this. |

But o’ I hope fuch a Conduét will never re.-
commend any Perfon to Favour, yet T do not de.-
fire that even that which I heartily blame fhoyld
be punifhed fo much as I think it deferves, And
tho’ he, who pleads fo warmly for wholefome Se-.
verities toward thofe who differ from him, has the
leaft Title to your Lordfhips Compaffion ; yet I
hope he will find it, as far as the juft Concern you
have for the Publick Tranquillity will allow you
to fhew it.

This 1 fay from that which, I blefs God, is the
natural Temper of my Mind, and not from the
Care that has been taken by fome to intimidate,
as far as they could, thole who were to have the
Cognizance of the Doétor’s Caufe, and were not
thought to be favomable to i,

I thall not take upon me to charge the Do&or
or any of his particular I'riends with this Pra&ice,
as areat a Temptation as one is uader to do fo from
feveral Crircumitances.  And it 15 not the leaft,
that occurs in his Prayers, which he has publifh’d
upon this Occafion, to reprefent not fo much 1o
God as to the World, that he is under Perfecution,
when he is profecuted for offending againft the
Law, by thofe, who in common Juftice ought to
be thought the faireft Accufers ; and before your
Lordfhips, who are jultly acknowledged to be the
mofl 1mparcial Judges.

However 1 wil never believe, till I cannot a-
void it, that any Members of the Church of Eng-
land who have acknowledged the Government,
much lefs any Clergyman who has fo often pro-
fofs’dl his Obedience to it in Church and State,
fhould have been any way acceflary to thofe
Threatnings that have been given out, particularly
againft {uch Bifhops as thould happen to condemn
the Doctor’s Proceedings.

As far, my Lords, as I have feen of this Caufe,
I am likely to be one of thofe Bifheps; and tho’ I
do not pretend to any great fhare of Courage, Iam
very free to declare to your Lordfhips, that ] am in
no Comparifon fo apprehenfive of what may befal
myfelf tor condemning this Perfon, as I am of
what will probably befal the Publick, if your
Lordfhips fhould not condemn him.

But rhat isin your Lordfhips Judgment, to which
I humbly fubmit tt: And only beg Pardon for ha-
ving detai’d your Lordfhips {o long in giving my
Reafons why I think the Commons have made good
this Sccond Part of their Charge,




